AUGUST 1711              Journal to Stella
treasurer. The queen has ordered twenty thousand pounds
to go on with the building at Blenheim, which has been
starved till now, since the change of the ministry. I
suppose it is to reward his last action of getting into the
French lines.17 Lord treasurer kept me till past twelve.
London, 20. It rained terribly every step of our journey
to-day; I returned with the secretary after a dinner of cold
meat, and went to Mrs. Van's, where I sat the evening.
I grow very idle, because I have a great deal of business.
Tell me how you passed your time at Wexford; and an't
you glad at heart you have got home safe to your lodgings
at St. Mary's, pray? And so your friends come to visit
you; and Mrs. Walls is much better of her eye; and the
dean is just as he used to be: and what does Walls say of
London? 'tis a reasoning coxcomb. And goody Stoyte,
and Hannah what d'ye call her; no, her name en't Hannah,
Catherine I mean; they were so glad to see the ladies
again; and Mrs. Manley18 wanted a companion at ombre.
21. I writ to-day to the archbishop of Dublin,19 and
inclosed a long politick paper by itself. You know the
bishops are all angry that (smoak the wax candle drop at
the bottom of this paper) I have let the world know the
First-Fruits were got by lord treasurer before the duke
of Ormond was governor. I told lord treasurer all this,
and he is very angry; but I pacified him again by telling
him they were fools, and knew nothing of what passed
here, but thought all was well enough, if they compli-
mented the duke of Ormond. Lord treasurer gave me
t'other day a letter of thanks he received from the bishops
of Ireland, signed by seventeen, and says he will write
17  By brilliant stratagem and forced marching Marlborough, with
inferior numbers, on 4-5 Aug., N.S., cut the famous defensive works,
running from Oppy through Arras and Bouchain to Valenciennes, con-
structed by Villars and boastfully named the Ne Plus Ultra (Winston
Churchill, Marlborough, iv. 421-39).
18  Mrs. Isaac Manley.
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